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CONTRACT PERIOD 
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SECTOR 

Cons/Rest/Comm 

CLIENT 

Manchester Jewish Museum 

PROJECT VALUE 

£3.1m 

CONTRACT 

Traditional Contractor design  

PERIOD 

Aug 2019 -  Aug 2020 

52 weeks 
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CHALLENGES 

H.H. Smith were awarded the refurbishment and extension of the existing Manchester Jewish Museum 

project following a competitive tender process.  Refurbishment of the Grade II* listed building, described 

by English Heritage as “one of the highlights of Victorian Gothic architecture in the country”, and is the 

oldest surviving synagogue in Manchester requiring sensitivity and attention to detail. The Victorian  

building is Moorish in style and built by Jewish cotton traders from Spain and Portugal. Works will include 

the repair and restoration to all existing areas, including the Synagogue and Sukkah, the construction of 

an extension to the existing Museum, external landscaping along with new mechanical and electrical 

works throughout.  Works will be part funded by the Heritage Lottery Funding and the National Lottery 

Fund. 

The Corten envelope will provide a distinctive finish over the SFS layer whilst the interior requires sensitivity 

to ensure the heritage restoration and decorative works are respectfully treated. A contractual           

arrangement with a neighbour has been agreed to increase storage and welfare facilities.  

Access to the contractor’s compound is through a rear shared access road with limited space. The site’s 

main road frontage will restrict access for deliveries, waste removal and cranage requirements. All will 

require robust programming. Additionally local parking is limited, a commitment to avoid use of local 

roads for contractor parking has been given which will require inclusion in site inductions and monitoring. 

The skills of H.H. Smith’s specialist trades men, all who have undertaken many heritage projects           

previously have the understanding to seamlessly link restoration with new materials and techniques.  

Flexibility and capacity to adapt to the build is vital. The varied stakeholders, require a sensitive,         

collaborative approach to ensure a successful outcome, whilst H.H. Smith have experience of capturing 

information necessary to satisfy the relevant funding bodies. 
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