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LOCATION 
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Birkenhead 

SECTOR 

Commercial 

CLIENT 

Wirral Youth Zone 

PROJECT VALUE 

£4.6m 

CONTRACT 

Design & Build 

PERIOD 

Jan 2016 - Feb 2017 

56 Weeks 
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CHALLENGES 

H.H. Smith were awarded the project to Design and Construct ‘The Hive’ Wirral Youth Zone to 

achieve a minimum gross internal floor area of 2,679m² (28,836 sq ft). The Youth Zone includes a 

four-court sports hall, climbing wall, a fitness suite, chill out areas including a catering kitchen and 

cafeteria, music suite and other ancillary rooms. 

H.H. Smith have worked with the projects professional team on numerous previous occasions,  

maximising the benefit of having existing relationships and recognition of capability and  

experience. The external facades are innovative, Tectiva replicates a slate finish whilst Reglit  
Architectural glass is a cast-glass plank system. The use of Brise Soleil fins to match the colours of 

The Hive logo were incorporated and had the dual purpose to reduce the heat gain within the 

building by deflecting the sunlight and to provide an Architectural feature to the principal  

elevation. This sustainable design improves the carbon footprint of the building.  Following client 

satisfaction H.H. Smith were requested to tender for Chorley Youth Zone and were awarded the 

contract. 

The building occupies the majority of the site surface area with the structure extending to the 

boundary line on three boundaries. This left minimal space for cabins, storage, general facilities 

and deliveries. To ease congestion the cabins were stacked. Deliveries, waste management and 

material handling were all programmed to ensure a flow of resource on and off the site. The site 

previously housed an ambulance station which after demolition exposed extensive footings and 

concrete slabs all requiring to be grubbed up.  
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